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Jeff S. Jordan, Esq.

Supervisory Attorney

Complaints Examination & Legal Admmlstratnon

Federal Election Commisswn .;
999 E Street, NW _ ' . , ¥
Washington, D. C 20463 ‘ : S

Re: Brad Crabtree, Candldate for North Dakota State Public Service
Commissionér— Federal Election Commission Complaint by North Dakota
Republlcan Party Treasurar Robert Harms;

MUR 6663

Dear Mr. Jordan:

As docurnented by the englosed Statement.of Designation of Counsel, | have
been retained te fepresent the following entities and to. present the instant responsein
opposition to the above-referenced Federal Election Commission (FEC) complaint
dated September 28, 2012, which was' made by North Dakota Republican Party -
Treasurer Robert Harms , _

1. North Dakota State Public Servicé Commission candidate Brad Crabt'r'ee;. ' ;
2. Crabtree for Public Service Commission; and =~ _ : ;.
3. Perry Miller, Treasurer, Cra'btree for Public Service Commission Co -

All three of these entities hava beenh named jolntly in the. Harms cemplaint, aad
no separata allegations are made. as to any of these entltles mdwudually within the text .
of that complaint. _
Reduced to the essentials, Harms in his complamt o the FEC alleges that a radjo :
advertisement which was broadcast on various North Dakota radio stations on various:
dates from August 8, 2012, through September 30, 2012, constituted an “electioneering
communication” which “does not qualify for the exemption available to state or local
candidates . . . .” See, the FEC complaint dated September 28, 2012, as made by North -
Dakota Repubhcan Treasurer Robert Harms, a copy-of which being attached hereto as
“ExhibR 1" for referenice.’

! Speclflcally the Harms GOP eomplamt claims that the referenced 30-secand radio spot supposedly is
an “electioneering communication”, and that because Democretic state Public Service. Commission
candidata Brad Crabtree and his campaign did not file Federal Eleetion Commiseion Farm 9 [24 Hoor
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A.  Materlal facts which were omitted In the Harms GOP complaint

Although the four-paragraph Harms complaint incorporates by reference a
transcript of the subject 30-second Crabtree for Public Service Commission radio
advertissment Harms declines to inform the FEC in his. complaint of any of the factual
context of the exclusively state North Dakota Public Service Commission campaigr
within which the Crabtree radio advertisemrrent was aired.

8pecifically, Harms fails to advise fhe FEC of the fact that Kevin Cramer is a
sitting Republican incumbent (in the middle of a torm) on the three-member North
Dakota Public. Service Caenmission — the: agenoy which regulates and adjudicaies
caees relating to anecmtlally all public. utitities in the state - including ale’otric power,
telephone, pipeiine, grain elevator, among othar utilittes. '

From the outset of the aurrent state Public- Service Cammission campal.n
Democratic candidate Brad Crabtrée has made an issue out of that which Crabtree has
termed a “culture of corruption” on the part of Republican incumbent PSC
Commissioners Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk — priricipally because of Cramer’s and
Kalk's practices of accepting politicat campaign contributions from individuats and
entities which had -- and continue to have -- interests in “imminent or pendihg”
administrative proceedings — including adjudicative casés -- before the North-Dakota
PSC. See, e.g., the multiple press releases and news media stories extending from
Apnil 11, 2012, through Qciober 5, 2012, which are niosted en the Brad Crabtree far
Public Service. Gommission website — www.crabtreeforpsa.com [the individual press
statement af this subject can be accessed by “clicking™on the subject heading entitled
“Issues”, and serolling down to the subheading “PSC Corruption’] - copies of which
hereto and incorporated herein as referenced as “Exhibit 2".

This “culture of corruption” has been a “signature issue” of the Crabtree .
campaign for state PSC —and it'should be emphasized that PSC Commissioner Kevin
Cramer has always been identified by Brad Crabtree in his current official capacity as a
Commissioner of the North Dakota Public Service Commission — never as a candidate
for federal offiee.”

Notice of Disbursemuntleblig,ations of Electieneering Communications) afier having exceeded the

“$10,000 aggregate disclosure threshold -- that Crabtree and his campaign allegadly had violated federal
election law.

2 During the course of the current state campaign for North Dakota Public Service Comm:ssnon. Brad
Crabtree has called specific attention to N.D.C.C. § 12.1-12-01(3), which Crabtree has asserted was
violated by both Republican PSC Commissioners Brian Kaik and Keviri Eraimer. Ih makirig this chiarge,
Crabtree has focused upon these two. publlc officials’ actions k accepting political oampaign contribution
money from individuals which had interests in “imminent or pending” “administrative proceeding(s)" before
the PSC. This is a Class C Felony criminal statute entitied “Bribery”. See, NDCC § 12.1-12-01(1) and
NDCC § 12.1-12-01(3), a copy of which stehde is atfached hereioas “Exitibit 3" for reference: See, also,
Craitree far PSC pruss relaases and moedia storlas, coples of whieh are posted on the Crebtree for PSC
website, and are elso attached hereto togsther as “Exhibit 2.

2
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Significantly, at no time has Brad Crabtree -or his campaign ever referred to Kevin
Cramer in his capacity or status as a-candidate for the federal office of a member of the
Unitsd States Congress. It is clear that nowheroe within the text of the transcript of the
Crabtrae for Public Service Commiisaidn radio spot — and nowhere within tive press
releasag and media storian relating te corrupt pelitical contribution money-takirg

conduct an the parts of sitiing Republican, PSC Commisslbniars Kevin Cramen and Brian

Kalk -- is thare any mention ar reference by Crabtree to the fact that Cramer is renning
for Congress. Indeed; refarence to PSC incumbent Cammissioner Brian Kalk is made
along with Cramer in virtually all press releases and media stories in which Cramer is
mentioned. See, the materials attached hereto as “Exhibit 2". Correspondingly, the
transcript of the 30-second Crabtree for Public Service Commissioner radio spot also
mentions PSC Commissioner Brian Klk in the lone sentence iri which PSC
Commiissiorier Kevin Cramer is mentioned.

To ta clear, the campaign thems and impertant meassage cenveyed by Brad
Crabtrae as a state offine candidate long predated the 60-day time judicial window
referenced in the idarms GOP complaint.

B. Brad Crabtree's North Dakota state campalgn for Public Service
Commission is itself exclusively governed by North Dakota law

It is clear that jurisdiction of the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) regulates
federal elections only, and this federal legisiation does not suggest that the authority of
the Federal Election Commission reaches beyond federal elections and into the realm
of state elections ~ and it is heyond:sefious quesetion that different statutory anc

regulatory frarewarks govern campaign finance and federal and state elections, See, 2

C. §453(a). See, also, e.g., Emily’s List v. Federal Election Comission, 569 F.-
Supp 2d 18, 44 (D.C.2008), reversed on other grounds, 581 F.3d 1 (D.C. Cir. 2009)
[the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA) “‘régulates federal elections only,’
and does not suggest that the (Federal Election) Commission’s jurisdiction
‘reach(es) beyond federal electioris and into the realm of state elections.’”] quoting
from Common Cause v. Federal Eléction Commissien, 692 F. Supp. 1391, 1395 (D.C.
1987); Fade! Election Coramission v. Californla Democritio Party, 2004 U.S. Dist.
LEXIS 7269, *2 (E.D. Cal. Fabruary 13, 2004) [“Diffarent statutory anel regulatory
framewerks govetn campaign finnnee in feder-nl and stata electiunsg.”].

'u S.C. § 441i( 2 — and the F
100.29(c)(5)

Not withstanding the foundational legal principal law that the FECA regulates

federal elactions only, and that FEG ]urisdlctlon dees not reach beyond federal elections .

and into the realm of state elections - it isievident from appropritite interpretation and

3
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construction of relevant statutory and regulatory provisions that:the actions of state
Publics Service Commission candidate Brad Crabtree were not violative of federal
election law.

Firatly, 2 U.S.C. § 431(20)(Aiii) provides in this “Definitions” statute that the term
“Federal elaction activity” only “means . . . (lii) a publiz commaunication that refers to a
clearly idantified candidate for Federal ofﬂce (regardiess of whether a ¢andidate for
Stata or local office is also mentioned or identified) and that promotes or supports a
candidate for that office, or gttacks or apposes a gandidate for that fegiaral office
(regardlass of whether the communication expressly advocates a vote for or against a
candidate)’. (emphasis.added). See, also; the parallel FEC regulation containing
essentially the same language, 11 CFR § 100.24(b){3).

It is clear:from reading the transcript of the Crabtree for Public Service
Commission 30-second radio spot that Brad Crabtree never attacked or opposed Kevin
Cramer as a federal candidate for ttre United Stales House of Reptesentatives, Brad
Crabtree hever mentionad the fact that Cramer was running for Congrass, and never

. implied that Cramar was a candldste for federal office.

Mavert| gggs - and tt !, m thgf whéch is gerh@s t.. ggt
camgellmg & y -

Harms GOP comglalnt ~2U. S C. l§ 441'|(f)(2) entltled "State 'cand|d'ate" prowdes that,

“(2) Exception for certain communications. Paragraph (1) [relatmg to “(a).candidate for
state and local office . . . or an agent:of such a candidate or |nd|v1dual'] shall.not aggl_y
to an individual descrlbed In such paragraph if the communication involved is in

connection with an election for such State or local offtce and refers only ta such
indivitiyal or to any other candidate-for the State.orlocal:affice: held or sou ught by
such individual, or Both." (emphasis added).”

On the basis of the foregoing Paragraph 3, supra, it is respectfully submitted no
further reaitation of authority or argument is necessary to justify and warrant immediate
dismissal of the Harms GOP complaint against North Dakota Public Service
Commission candidate Brad Crabtree, his campalgn committee, and ecampaign
treasurer.

3 it mieat be emphasiznad that while the provisions ef 2 U.S. C. § 431(20)(A)(nl) dre érosc-reférenend
in2U.8.C. § 441i(f)(1) - 2 U.S.C. § 431(20)(A)(ili) decidedly s NOT cross-referericed in 2'U.S.C. §
441i(f)(2) - the latter being an “Exception” under which "Paragragh (1) [relating to “(a).candidate for
state and local office . . . or an agent of such a candidate or individual”] shall not apply to an individual
described in such ra ra h l the communication M{M is m ggnnectlon with an election for
or : '.l"di I f i fn e Stutyi

g_lpcal affice i

regulation 11 C.F.R § 300.72 goes “off the ranch”, by dlsregardlng the M dlstlnctlon prowded by
the statutory “Exception” of 2.U,S.C. § 441i(f)(2), by impermissibly and improperly including language
taken from 2 U.S.C. § 431(20)(A)(m) -- language which Is expressly excepted by 2 U.S.C. § 441i(f)(2)
from appllcatlon toa oommunlcatlon “n connectlon wlih an elactlon for such Sta

by such Imnvldual, or both." (emphasls added)
It I clear from reading the. transcript of the-Crabtree for Public Service Commisisun 30-second
radio spet that this radiv advertisement: (1) was a communication “th esnnecdtin with an election for
such State ot local offioe”; which (2) referred “only te such individugt ar to any other candidate for
the Stats or logal offica hnld ar gousfit by auch Ingividial, ar both.” (emphasis added).
4
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However, to the extent that the discussion of an additional exemption relative to 2
U.8.C. § 431(20)(A)(lii) Is even necessary — glven the fact that 2 U.5.C. § 441i (f)(2)
excepts that former statute frora applicetion to a factual setting ouch that which exists in
tho instarit caze, an additional exemption doss apply - altematively and sonsecutively
- 60 as ib exempt the respondants frora culpahility as well.

Fellowing the passage of the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 [Pub. L.
No. 107-155, 116 Stat: 81 (2002)] -- the FEC promulgated an exemption to the definitian
of “electioneering communication” -- exempting communications paid for by candidatas
for state or local office where the mention. of a federal candidate is "merely incidental”,
thus nat being in violation of Section 301(20)(A)(iii) of FECA. See, the discussion of

" "Electioneering Communications®, at 67 Fed. Reg. at 65,198-99, codified at 11 C.F.R. §

100.29(c)(5). See, also, McCanneII v. Federal Election Commission, 251 F.Supp.2d
176, 592 n.128 (D.D.C. 2003), afffirmod in part and reversed in part, 540 U.S. 93 {2003).

Under this explanation, under the facts attendant to the Brad Crabtree radio”
spots at isaus, any unmentioned connetatian or inference, relative te Kevin Cramer’s
candidacy for faderal office as a-member of Congress, is, at the very most, a “niarely
Incidental” nan-mentien of a federal candldate - let alone being a “megrely
incidantal” mention of a federal candidate.*

* The history of the promulgation of 11 C.F.R. § 100. 29(c)(5) by the FEC In its proposed new regulations
back in 2002; included the following explanatioh published in thie Federal Register, 67 Fed. Reg. at
65,198-99 as follows:

11 C.F.R. § 100.29(c)(5) Exemption for State and Local Candidates

The Commission proposed an exemption in the NPRM that would cover communications by State
and local candidates and officeholders that refer to a clearly identified Federal candidate, provided that
mention of aiFederal candidate Is mcrely Ireidental te the cardidecy of ene or mors Individuals for State
or local office. 67 F.R. § 51,138. For example, under this approach, an ad for a State or local candidate
that featured such candidate's viaws an edueation wausd npt have been rendered aa Glectionsering
communication if the ad were ta indioate whethar the candidate supported or oppesed the President's
education policy.

Four commenters thought the Commission's formulation of such an exemption was vague,
subjett to abuse, nol supported by BCRA, and therefore beyond the Commission's exemption authority.
Nensthelees, thase same commeanters supported an aiternative formulation that exempaty
communicafioas by State or local candidates or State or local political parties that refer to clearly
identified Federal candidates, provided the communications do not promote, support, attack or-oppose a
Federal candidate. By usinpj that standard, the eammenters belisved tha exerapiion wouid also sefve to
harmenize the operation of Titlo | and subtitie A of Tliie §| of BCRA as they apply to State and local pariiea
and their candidates: , '

Title | of BCRA permits State, district, or local party commiittees, organizations, or their candidates
to use non-Federal funds for communications that clearly identify a Federal candidate, but do not
promote, support, attack, or oppose any Federal candidate. Sse 2 U.S.C. § #31(20)(A)(ili) and 11 C.F.R.

§ 100.24(b)(3) (defining Federal election activity to iaclude onty those public communicatians thal
promote, support, atthdk or oppose a clearly identified Federal candidate); 2 U.S.C. § 441i(b)(1) and 11
C.F.R. § 300.32(a)(1) (assoclation of State office candidates or incumbents required to use Federal funds
for Federal @lection activity); 2 U.S.C. § 441i(b)(1) and 11 C.F.R. § 300.32(a}(2) (same fer State, district,
and lecal party commitiees); 2 U.8.C. § 441i(f)(1) and 11 C.F.R. § 30).71 (Statn and iocal nandidates

S
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Clearly, under the attendant factual circumstangces of the instant case involving
Brad Crabtree, a candidate for the state office of Nerth Dakota Public Service
Commissioher — who has made the corupt -- even criminal -~ political campaign
money-taking actions of the Republican incusnbent PSC Commiszionere Briar Kalk and
Kevin Cramer a legttirnate and compslling “signature issue” of his state campaign -
where Crabtree has never mantioned or described Gommissioner Cramer as a
candidate for federal office -- there ciearly has been no surreptitious scheme of a an

“attack™ upon or “opposition” to thé fadecal office candidacy of Kevin Gramer.

Without serious question, the regulatory exemption 11 C.F.R. § 100.29(c)(5)
must be construed to exempt a legitimate, non-federal-office-directed statements of
state PSC Commiission candidate Brad Crabtree — statements which justifiably.

required to use Federal funds for a communlcaﬂon that.does promote, support, attack or oppose a
Federal candidate). Therefore, according to these commenters, absént an exemption, if a State, district,
or local party committee, organization, or a State or local candidate creates and distributes a radio:or
television comrmunication that refers to a clearly Identified Federal candidate, but ddes not promote,
suppert, attack or oppose any Federal candidate, and Is ot otherwise a contribution er expenditure, Title
| of BCRA would permit the use of nen-Federdl funds to pay for that communioafion. However, if the
sarag conununication wwre publicly distributed and mat the 1iming and targeting raquitemenits ef aubtitle A
of Title I, them the aomamuuiiestiso would atan he an alsctioneering conimunication, 1o the use of
corparate or labor organization funds to pay for it wnuld be prohibited by subtitie A of Titie It, According to
these commenters, this inconsletent result is eantrary to the Intention of Title | in permitiing the use of
non-Federal funds for these purposes. Additianally, the principal Gongressional sponsors argue that
“effectively tak{ing) state candidates and parties out of the Title Il prohibitions and reporting requirements .
. . is consistent with the purposes of BCRA."

The Commission agnescs !hat am axmtkm fbr stalb and local candidates that Is gzimln the

31 20 A Ih‘:b ind ths am-ai fe.- ﬁiﬂagﬂggﬁl-gg dﬁﬂ I!E!!I!I! ﬂ&' onto
' ER: | & thil Gfénw;m_Luhl.i
& _ candidatss thatdgngtgromatg, Suppe _’,:atté" ¢ OF ODIDSR:

deral candlc ée. 1 C.ER.: tini tbesecommunic tioiis from.certalil
mulmmegg of. Title p_ﬁCRA '

in contrast, owever, State and local candidates making public communications that satisfy the
deseripfion set forth in 2 U.S.C. § 431(20)(A)(ili) (i:e. publlc communicatione by State and local catididates
that premote, support, attack, or oppose Federal candidates), are governed by Title | of BCRA and not by
subtitie A of Titis |{ o BCRA. Thus, under 2 U.S.C. § 441i(f), 11 C.F.R. §100.5(a), and 11 C.F.R. §
300.71, these .communications must be paid for with Federal funds meeting the limits, prohlbltlons, and
reporting requiremants of the Act, Including the cantribution limits set farth at 2 U.€.C. § 441a(a)(1)(C)
applicable to political committees that are- not the authorized campaign committees of Federal candidates.
The reporting obligations of State and local eandidates making communications promioting, supporting,
attacking, or opposing federal canditates are governed by a number of provisions depending on the
exact nature of the communications and the persons making them.-See, 6.9., 11.C.F.R. §
300,36(a)(associations and groups of Staie and local candidates that are not political committess), 11
C.F.R. § 300.36(b)({asscclations ead groups of State and local cardidates: thia ans poiilical committees),
11 C.F.R. § 300.71(Individunls whoare Stste or local candidafac), and 2 U.S.C. § 434(g)(aay person vehp
makes an incapendent exponditure).” (beld, unrieriinad, Itaticized emphasla addod).

6
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highlighted the. corrupt conduct of incumbent Républican PSC Commissioners Brian
Kalk and Kevin Crame;.

Indeed, if Kevin Cramer were to be. defeated by Democrat Pam. Gulleson in.the
current federal campalign for North Dakota’s only seat in the United States House of
Representatives, aseurediy Cramer will coniinne in his currant mid-term status as one of
the thrae membars of the North Dakota Public Service Commission.

The abaurd construction that the. current Harms GOP complaint wauld place
upon Brad Ctabtree's exclusively state office-difected statements would riever survive
First Amendment scrutmy and it should not be countenanced by the Federal Election
Commission.’

The foundational position mamfested by the: Harms GOP complaint that -

_ incumbent PSC Commissioner Kevin Cramer somehow could be permitted to-effectively

“muzzle” state PSC Commission oandidate Brad.Crabtree as Crabtree carries. out his.
campaign for state office - merely by virtue of the fact that Cramer fortuitously hagpens
to be simultameously runnirig for the United States Oengress -- i@ an abharrent-cancept
which should be co»ncluslwbly rejected by the FEC in tbeea proceedings.

Indeed, the provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 441i(f)(2).clearly except these “certain
communications” from the operation of 2 U.S.C. § 441|(f)(1) as it references 2 U.S.C. §
431(20)(A)iii). -

On the basis of the foregomg recltatlon of facts. Iegal authorlty, and argument it

DCT/Ift

**|egal research and writing assistance provided by Erik Escarraman, J.D.

% See, generally, Cltizens United v. Federal Election Commission, 558 U.S. 310 (2010).
7
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Christmann Must Disclase His Campaign Cantributions And Explain Them Under North ... Page 1 of 3

Navigals to...

Christmann Must Disclose His Campaign Contributions And Explain Them Under North Dakota's Bribery Law

Post Date October 05,2012

Comments0 Cominents

Authorheadmin.

Categorylruss Releuses, PSC Corryphion
$ha

ASHLEY, N.D.) — Throughout the campaign, my opponént Randy Christmann has faiied 1o grasp evén ébvious conflicts of intcrest for a PSC commissioner,
He boastcd this weuk.at a lignite coal.industry forum that he would never join me-in refusing campaign contributions from PSC-regulated inferests:

Christmann also coftinucs 1o serve on'boards of regulated entitics-and; in one case, receives slg,mﬁcant financial compensation, while openly running for the office that
regulates them. IHe told the Eargo Forumin August that, if clected PSC commissioner, he would resign from the board of West River Telecom for reasons of time, but not
because it

would be a major conflict of intcrest, West River Tetecom is-regulated by the PSC.,

This is ddd beitaviue ftn' 8 cundidale who roasuringly cites *“followirg the law” us ene of the gne of the cormrstames of his vampisign. Christmann neodd ta enplain whether
his commitmient to follow the law includes North Dakota’s bribery statute (NDCC 12.1-12-01), whichi establishes o'Class C felony for a public official. who.accepts a
conteibution frun somaue with an ititcrust fn an immoalate.or ptading proccating that éould be effectéd by that ufficial’s devision.

Thousands of North Dakotans have begun eatly voting, with county auditors arid the Secretary of State repoiting tecord ballot requests, Unfortunately, voters are casting
those

ballots in the Public Service.Commission race without knowing who has contributed Randy Christmanni’s campaign. Under our state’s lax clection laws, he must only
report his contributions just days before the genieral. election.

By contrast, | kave.yohinlarily reporied alt my contributions In exccss of 8200 un ry. campaign website for six months in 8 row. North Dikota veiers can soe wireiicr 1-am
honoring my piedge nol 1 aceepx any campaign conuisutions frovr insizeaw: regulaced hy the PSC,

Commissinnngs Kevin Cramer and Brinn Kalk hava mired the PSC in fuderal lavauits nvar iens of thairsands, of datinrs in nsmpaign contribytinne they have tnken fram the-
i

interests they regulute and whosc prejects they approve, They are now stiffing taxpayers with their legal bills-and putting aur staic’s regulstory. program for cosl mining and
reclamation-at risk,

Given this sorry state of alfairs, Randy-Christmann should immedidtely disclosé his campaign contributors during this-carly voting periud. North DDakotans descrve to know
now, before they vote, whether Christmann will continue the same corrpt practice.of takinjs monéy from the very-intcrests he wold regulate on'the ESC,

1¢’s time for Christmann to show votcrs that he understands the role and cthical responsibilities.of PSC commissioner by disclosing his campaign contributions and
cxplaining thuse contributions in the camnext uFNorth Dulna’s:belbery law.

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/christmann-must-disclose-his-campaign-contributions-an... 10/23/2012

RS

PR



13044340018

Industry donations to ND Public Service Commission widespread | Brad Crabtrea for Nor... Page 1 of 4
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Industry donations to ND Public Service Commission widespread

Post Date August 17, 2012

Comments|

Authocbeadivin,
Cntesoaj'n']'m-‘News._ PSC Cosguption

Shai

By Marino Eccher, INFORUM

Published August 17, 2012

hitp/iwwiw infgrum,com/event/article/id/371336/

BISMARCK - NextEra energy needed approval for a wind farm. BNI Coal was: facing penalties for-environmental rules, The Arthur Companies needed a license. for a
grain elevator,

All of them want hefore tlie North Dakota Public Service Commiissich to state thejr cases:

And all of them, ‘whether-via political action commitiees or campaign contributions-from exéculives; liave given the uommlulonen money.They're joinéd by, dozens of
ather companies, similarly overseen by. the commuslon, that collectively-have funneled tens of thousands of dollars to commissioners.

Thyconiributions, which technically arc amalgamated individua! donations, not corporate coffers, are-legal. Commissioners say the money"does not affect their work or win
the companics unduc influence.

But the issue of cozy ties between regulators.and industry has become a flashpoint in this year’s commission race, pitting those who say tlic ystcm isn’t broken against a
reform-minded candidate who decrics it as corupt.

A review by The Forum of known PSC donations tied to regulated industries shows that the practice — whatever one thiriks of it - is indeed extensive.
A common practice

The candidate raising the issue, energy policy consultant and environmental advocate Brad-Crabtree, a Demacrat, has gone hard in particular at (wo of the commissioners
on tho theee-person boird: Kevin Craiuer and Brian Keik, wiko ar¢ bothk Ropublieans.

To assess his claims, The Forum compiled and reviewed all PSC campaign finance records from Cramer,. who was first electcd in 2004, and Kalk, who was clected in 2008,

The Forum also reviewed all records of PSC cumpaign donations to Crabtree, his Republican.opponéit Rendy Christmann and Tony Clark, a former commissioner-who
stepped down this year to take a spot an the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

Those donalions records were cross-checked against companies that appeared before the commission while the commissioner they pave to was campaigning or in ofTice.

Cramer and Haik twgmber dave collected &t lanrs $57,000 in PSC campuign fumils framn polidcai aclion committees and exccutives of compunies that had cases before the
board. About two-thirds of thal moncy went to Cramer.

Compenies with energy interests, including coal and wind, were amony the biggest contributors, Others included telecommunications firms, agriculture compenies and
POWeEr cCompanics.

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/industry-donations-to-nid-public-service-commission-wid... 10/23/2012.
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Industry donations to ND Public Servi¢e- Commiissioii widespiéad | Brad Crabtree for Nar... Page 2.0f4

The commission also oveisees pipelines, railroads, auctions, and weights and measures in a variety-of capagities,

Political contributafs in North Dakota aré not required to disclose their employers-uniléss ihey give'$5,000. Ttiey ure not required ta disclose their ideritities dt all unless-thiey
give oo than 5200 - meaning the tafly of danotions tied 1y iisdimtry ie nnslerstated, unlew nonce of the-ofber donnms to:eithoe candidatn hai.tits to vegubsinil companiks,

There is no upper limit to what contributors in state races can give.
Of the $104,000 Kalk hus mised in PSC campaign contributions lerge crough 10 require disclosure, about 17 come from sources he regulates.
For Crumier, who is now surmirg for U.S. Congress, thet figure Is 24 percent of dbvue 5189,080 in PBC comwibutiofs ththad to be.disciosed.

Kalk also ran for Congsess tiris yeu, fostun to Cramer in tin: primary. Both men:aéoo drew oohuributions in:that race from a hendful’of repulated soireen, tatajing a few
thousand dollars each..

Kalk and Cramer weré.not-alone.in the-practice, Clark, the néwdépinedtomniissi.dmr. ook about $23,000 from rcgulited intetests in his decade in‘office,.

Susan Wefeld, o 16-year former public: serwce commissianer, sdid she set.a persoral.limit on:how much-money ‘she would accept from:regulated groups-tc héad off
insinuations of impropriety.

“1 didn’t want guestions about those,” she said,

‘She declined to say what the limit was.

Wefald, a Republicln..decliped to comment on the funds raised by current commissioners.

Bruce Hagen, a 39-year-former comniissioner and a Democrut, was more forthcoming,

“[ just think it’s-wrong," he said, “They may still be making perfectly_good, sound decisions, I1°s just-not the wisest thin to have.”
A pletige for reform

Neither Kalk nor Cramer is up fiir re-slection this.fali. Theirtermis do it engira wiiil 2014 end 2016, réspectively,

Crabtree, who ir ruriitig for the séat vacated by. Clark, lins likencd their-fundraizing 1actics to’ bribery. He hus vowed fo-seck-reforms like more-frequent aid moie thorough
disclosure requirements, and a rule that-would require commissioners to-recuse themselves from any'decm:m involvinga company-ticd.to a donatjon.

“If that were the law.today,” he said, “Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk could scarcely funcion as-public service commissioners.”
Crabtree also has pledged not to accept campaign money from reguiated interests.

Last week, the state Republican Party released a list of five names it claimed violated that pledge, Crabtree said only onc presented a potential conflict and thayhé would
rétum the mondy - $250-(fuws m Massachusetts busiiessnian — if that tiined out @ be-the casy,

Cribtree &l30 ran for the cenmissinn in 2610, when ha lost to Cramer, In that mce, he assepied money from all sources, and estimates he has cost himse!f$20,000 in
potential-contributions this year by not doing so again. He said he decided to forego those contributions in-this election to be consistent with his-reform goals.

It’s difficult to.say precisely how much money Crabiree took: from mgﬂ!ﬂed-qorﬁpnmes in ‘2010 because he-togk $70,000 — about hdlf of his fundraising — from the-state
Deriocrdtic Party PAC,.which itsclf diaws from a widle range:of Sources,

He also tovk alxut $20,000 thit year from other candidates’ PACs. FHe-has:not isken toney:from the.PDemucratic Marty PAC:this year, thoagh he did zecept $7,500 from.
U.S. Yen, Kent Conrad’s RAC.

Imposgdbla stnodand?
Crabtree has challenged Christmann, his opponent in‘the PSC race, to adhere to the same camjiaign. finince:standards Crabree has adopted.
Christmann has not agreed to. those terms, saying they*re unnecessary aid exclude-majiy citizens,

Taken to its logical conclusion, Chnstmnnn said, the philosophy would also bar farmers and ranchers from giving to agricultural conimissioner candidates, or teachérs from
giving t gubernutcrial hopefuls,

"[ jost coo’t igmpine wopm.you wimid enir drinw the line,” housttid, “1t's 4 sienined thon redly: cen’the mor "

He'rejeaicil the netion mansy tys influsace, But if it daes, ha said, then Crabigec— who wes orce -registared-lobbyisi for two clean energy groups - is-equally behoiden
to the cnvironmental groups that back him. -

Ahont40 percent-of the $19;700-in caipaigh contributions Christmann, has reported in this race is tied o companics.the PSC régulates.

Thie bk has come from thé PAC of the North Dakota Association.of Telecommunications Cooperatives, which represents many conipanies that iippéar'Sefore the PSC.
Ciristmann has also tieen a board member-of one of those eompanles. West River Telecommunications Cdoperative, since 1999. Last:year, he wis paid about $13,000 for
his hoast! work, he.saitl. Ho saiil-ie pham to regign i he wins the eiection — net besausu it would e @ major vnisilict of intoram 'bnt bacnuse he diiesn't thitiis he'd have.time
to dn boih.

The apmpany hes seught PSC approval for its dealings on eight separsie nccusians this year.

Along with Cramer, he also sits on the Lignite Rescarch Council, a private-public partrership that promotes the state’s conl industry. The PSC regulates minc permitting
and land reclamation:

‘A Hosiness decisibn®

Contributians from coal intcrests 10.commissioners-prompted a lawsuit this. ycar from the Dakota Resource Council:and the'local chapter of the Sierra Club, who said the
moncy creates.a conflict of intrest and asked feders regulators:to assume oversightiof the state, In a separate lawsuit, the Dakota Résource Council accused thie-
commitsion ef nat onmplying with mreny rspects of fedbral regulutory low,

Both lawsuits-orz pending. Cramer said he oxpects.both to be dicomiseed.
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Industry donatioris to ND Public Service Commission widespread | Brad Crabtree for Nor... Page 3 of'4

He said his campaign donors don't ask him.for anythirig other than “a fair shake,”" dnd hold no sway over his decisions.
“How many times do you know somebedy that discloses bribes on the secretary of staté's website?” he said.
Limiting.donations from certain groups, hc said, amounts to “putting a cap on somehody clse's freedom.”

Kalk said contributions he gets-are a-reflection of-his values, not a payoff.

“If people want to give you money, it's because they. belicve in'you,™ he said, borrowing a line from:Ronald Reagan.

Robert Wood, an assuciate professor.of pelitical scicnse at the. Univursity of North Dakoia,said th’s what makes it se.difficult to-incasure ihe effect or'_eampn'i'gl'i
contribuitions: It's hiard to say if the valués followed the money or flic money followed the valies. -

He saidn cariipany probably wouldn't use &- canipaign contrihetion 10 try to aecure a qyiid pro qun) decisinii — anyonic sccking.t6 do 86 would Iikely use more:illicit. channels.
But companies do use-contributions to improve theiraccess to elected officials, he: suid,

“If somcone has given you a fai.campaign contribution, you're less likely fo unore,ghcm when you want to;talk-to'them,” he said.

Ed Bender, executive director for the National Institute-on Money in State Politics, said ideology ‘is less iniportent to companies than finding a sympathetic car with a
winner.

“It's a busicess decision, mot & pokcidl.decision,” said Bander, wiwse Mantena-tued groun trauis theiriffnence of mmmdgn money at the steee level;
Regardless of whether the contributions actually work, e said, “it docsi’t look good.”
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By Stacic Van Dyke, WDAZ
An Ashley, North'Dakota man running for Public Service Commissioner is accusing current commissioners Kevin Cramer and Brian'Kalk of bribery.

At a nuva conference today Brad Cmbtreo'micused both Kalk and Cramer, of taking.more than 80 thousand dollars in political money from interests they. regulate. After
calling the contribiitions ‘uncthical® and “possibly illegal’ in an opiriion Articla published last Wednesddy in 1hé Grand Forks Hesald.Crabtree was accused in a counter-
article of doing-the.same thing during his campaign: Crabtree has denied.the accusations that aiy of his donations could be considered bribery.

The.public service commission is fighting io keep its regulatory duties of the state’s coal-mining industry because of the federal lawsuit claiming Cramer and Kalk accepted
improper campaign funds.
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By: Brad Crabtren, Pudlisked-August-08, 2012

ASHLEY,N.D. — It’s wrong for Public Service commissiohers to tiike political money-from thosc they regulaté. With cacrgy.and agriculturé booring in Noith Dakota,
thé Publi¢. Scivice Commission makes-critical reyulstary decisions that affect everyone:

The stakes.anz high, snd our PSC cammissioners must be beyond reproach. Yet, since 2004, PSC:commissioners Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk have taken more than
$80,000 in political moncy from interests they regulate and whose projects they approve.

"These contributions are clearly unethical. They.may bé illegal. At best, Cramer and Kalk have.vioiated the spirit of North Dakota's bribery statute. Their coritributions may
also violatc the letter of the law and deserve to be investigated,

N.D. .Century Code 12,1-12-01 stipulates that a Class C fclony bribery prosecution requms that & public official receiving & contribution merely have knowledge of &
pending or urmmmu nroceeding in which the coritribuics has an-interest, und that theinicrost-of e sontributor “could be affectsd™ by the actjons of the official receiving
the contribution,

Passed in 1973 by a.Republicnn-centrolled Legisitnre, the re&eshingly clear lengwaye of North' Dnkow's bribery law-ceminds.us of ari mrliar ers-whoo our legislotaes hud
higher expestations of public efficials than they do teday..

Rather than explain how their contributions do not break the law, Cramer and Kalk cry. politics and shoot the messenger. They dismiss two current féderal lawsuits over
their contributions from coal companies and executives as the political work of environmental activists opuoscd to coal.:

But this is sboui inare than one.industry or energy resource. Contributions from coal companies représent just the tip of an unethical icebery of regulatéd nioney from a
wide range of industrics,

For example, Cramer and Kalk have talen thousands of dellars from.wind encrgy developer, Florida Power & Light (now known as Next Era Energy). FPL/Next Era has
routinely come before the PSC for years, secking approval of its commercinl wind farms and rélated infrastruciure.

In-one especially troubling case, Cramer accepicd three contributions in 2010 from FPL/Next Era’s.political action commitice and executives totaling $4,800 — at a time
when the company had a pending wind cnergy project that Cramer later voted to approve.

I support-the continued development of both our coal and wind energy resources using best.technologies and pmtwes., But whether-semeane préfers tossil fucls or
renewables, 0 supports the dbvelopment of both, misses the point; Regulators should not accept checks from interests with a direci financial stake intheir decisions.

“This spring, | mede & PSC Commiasionsr Pledge of Inisparrdcnce tw refuse any eonmibitisns from PACs and individueis tepresmiting apmpamier, cooperatives aral
asscintions régulated by thc PSC.

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/viewpoint-end-culture-of-corruption-on-psc/ 10/23/2012
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Unfortunately, Cramer and Kalk’s récord demonstrates that.voluntary actions are nét énough. As s PSC commussmnu. 1 il work:with legislutors, froriv both jolitical

parties 10 asomplish-the following:

* Requirg PSC commissioncrs to recuse-themsclves from cases where they have received a contribution(s) from a regulated party that has a material interest.in the

outcome,

* Require PSC commissioners and candidates to filc an additional disclosure forn, together with the disclosurc réport alieady required of afl statewideé candidates, that

details every contribution received froma PACs and individuals regulated by the PSC,

» EstaUtish en additional contribution-reporting period before carly voling, so the.public can.evaluate the integrity-of PSC candidates—bcfore-they cast their-ballots,

These legislative meamiys:-ane ungenily nogsisd and il increas (mnsparewcy amd clinminate son@icis of infoses mn th PS{Z, withowt running afes) of mment U.S. Supese-

Court decisions,
It’s time te end the culture of corruption-on the Public Service Commission.

—

- Crabitreé of Asliley, N.D., is a candidate for North.Dakota public service commissionet,
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Bismerck ND

Good muming. Thank you for joining me.

It’s wrong for Public Service Cammjssionors to take political money from those they regulate., At & time when' North. Dakota is'in the midst of an unprecedented oil boom
and oir agrigultural economiy is growing mpldly, the Public Service Commission makes critical regulatory décisions'that: afféct all. North Dakotuns.

The stakes havé never-beei higher, and our PSC Commissioners and the regulatory protess they-oversee must-be beyond reproach. I've called this press.coriference
because additional steps nced (o be taken 10 address blatant-financial conflicts of interest on-the Puiblic.Service Commission.

Earlier in the campaign, | announced my Public Service Commissioner Pledge of lndependcnce refusing fo solicit or.accept any. contributions from the political action
comniitiees of companios, conperutives and their :sociaions regulatod by the PSC, 83 wei as offigors sind éxecutives of those iristilutions, 't tiien callod on mgullted
compmuln avross & wide mnge of industries lo folluw the fead of our shme’s invesfior-uwned utilitios and volunterily stop making politinl contributions 1. PSC’
commissioncrs and candidates.

However, the record of PSC Cammissianers Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk demonstrates that voluntary steps are not enough. Since 2004-Cramer and Kalk have token at’
least $84,000 in political money from those they directly regulate on the PSC, They accepted this money first for thicir PSC ¢ campaign accounts and thien, starting in 2011,
they began using their clected regulatory posiiions as &-platform 1o raise. aver $25,000 from companies and exceutives for their partisan campaigns for the U.S. Congress:
Not.only are these contributions-i improper and uncthical, ey may wef'be iHey, and even criminal. Cramer and Kalk's practice of.accepling campaign 1 money from PSC-
reguisitest Ixtoreals. has. already embroiied them n iderat lawsuiits over contributiond they have taken from the Toxay awnir yFa oqiguny with an‘apen ¢ enal mining permit
applisision borore thu Puitile Sérvive Commission, and for contributions-from other codl.company political action committécs and cxecutives;

But, shis is ahout muck more.than federal civil lawnits by environmental groups: 1 wonld liké-to diract yuur-asartion:io North Dnkor'a'bribery statate-passed by ific-
Legistature in 197].

Let me read for you the relevant statutory language:
Section 12.1-12-01 of the North Dakota Century Code. It is simply entitled “Bribery.™
1. “A purson i guilty of tritwry, a cless C Iclony, tf e knowingly . . . solicits, scoepis. or 8ines to sctnpt fraur ansifier, s taing of valug ax vonjienition for:
1. The recipient’s official action'as a public servant; or
2. The reipicni’s vioimion of a bmtevm iegal duty us& pubiio serveny™

Here’s where (he law gets interesting:

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/press-coriference-remarks-on-nds-bribery-statute-and-rec...  10/23/2012
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Press Conference Remearks-on ND’s Bribery Statute and Recommendations to End Confli.,. Page 2 of 4

“A prima [acic case is established under this section upon proof that the actor kinew that @ thing of pecuniary-value.was . . . solicited, accepted, or agreed tobe
acecplcd | fram, a person having.an interesy in un anminom « peading: a; coeminetion, inwantigation, mot, o jueiciat wv aiministrative procecdiug . . . ant thal
intereat nme/d be affectud iny the rmipier's priirmumman or senpatfosmaitce of hisiofficial acisn dr viginiian-of hiz #setm kgat duiy as o prialic muent,

It's always refreshing when legislators use plain language, and our North Dakota legislators back in 1973 clearly had' hightr éxpectations of thir public officials than is the
norm today in our statc,

Now, Ict me shace just one example where this statutc might apply. Since Commissioners Cramer and Kalk have sought o dismiss the current federal lawsuits‘as merely
the political work of enyironmental activists opposed to the development of coal-based energy, I will use the example of wind. energy.

For the rocasd, 4 suispost the continued deveiopmant and u of coal wirh beat praciites and new Ioimolnue.s. arid 1 6m aliw o. Ibmg-s1anding sdpporerof wind energy. That
said, [ do not belicve that our Public Service Commissioners-should accept political contributians from wind.energy developers whose wind farms the PSC must site and
apprswe, Thas shweks the duck upsiant landnwsens wird imos residenn who iepand on:the PSC fo mipanmns thent inimrsss vdiero wind Nieminners cngsue ie xhusive
prastin:s,

Let's look at the particular case of our state’s largest wind energy developer, Florida Power &, nghl now known.as Next Era Energy. As you can sec from this chait, thére
is a clear and troubling pattern. Commissioners Cramer and Kalk have routinely.accepted campaign.contributions-from FPL/Next Era Encrgy’s political action committees
and. exeeullvcrrdﬂpne having ongoing cases before the PSC. Ultimately, the Commissioners then made: wind farm siting decisions favorable to FPL/Next Era Encrgy. [n
onc instance, Kevin Cramer even accepted $4,800 in FPL contributions at a time when the company had an open case before the. PSCfor. approval,

It is wonk rmning thet tis Morth Daketm criving! sttt stases that a felony bribery pawention mercly tequists 1M knowiddge of & punding or (neminomt peooseding io
whidi) ths oeridutir hms-an inianent med the Jaovidedge—by either din contriluira, br the public dfficil mmiving tie comtibetion—thnt the datision of the iTicial
recciving the contribufion could be affected by it.

Let o be clear, -am'not-en attorney, nor am | & prosecutor of a judge. | lave it ta legnl professionnls to investignta and determina whether sctued bribary has occurred
under North Dakota law.

However, here's what l'am saying: a plain feading of the.North.Dakota statute makes.ci¢ar that PSC Commissioncrs Keviri Cramer and.Brian-Kalk have.violated the spirit
of state law by taking extcrisive political conttibutions from thosc they regulafe; And the contributions from FPL/Next Eru political action'commitiees and cxectives are:
just one example that sitould be investigated.

Reguintors bporam in a seaim witare anmi te percomion of apriflint of intcrest runeers ;antiy. Hid Camimiesioners Kearin Cosutor.and Brim Kelk axarvised eammesisense,
cthiced jurtgomnt in the first placs, thny wiuld nof mve lmmad tha repuriniin of tha Pulitin.Servise Commiissiar ainl subjm:ico theffteivies (o sesimun gtémtiomis vl ¥iir:
complisacy with stale snd fesicral iaw,

It's now long past time (o end this emburrassing spectacle on the PSC. Sinsc PSC Commissioners Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk are unable to regulate themselves, 1 am
making recommendations for legistation that will help rebuild the reputation for nonpartisan service and infegrity that the Public Servick Commission onice enjoyed under.
Commissioners of both political parties, such as former PSC Commissioners Susan Wefald and Bruce Hagen.

Legislative Recommendations to End Financial Conflicts of Intcrest on the PSC

As an elmiter PEC Crmmdsuinnor, | pill wrark wilii legislaxens fiont hath realitical gontins ta arf leglaietion to eed gacvariva financini uonfliets nf intoreal on the: PA(C and
to restore the public intemst. Thiat lagislation will fchide the &llowing:

Reyuire PSC Comnsissionsrs and candidates to fils an addiiianal and separate oampaien disclosure form with the North Dakota Secretary of State that details every
contribution recéived from PACs and individuals under the regulatory jurisdiction-of the PSC, regardiess of the level of contributions. The requirement should
encomphss regulated eompames. cooperatives and their assaciafions and the principals, officers-and executives of thosa inistitutions: Requiring full snd separate-disclosure
of ail regulated contributions, in addition o the géneral disclosure report already required wilk.not run afoul of recént United Statés Supremé Court decisions, and it will
provide voters and the media an casy way.to evaluate the integrity and indcpendence of commissioners and candidates for the PSC, The disciosure requircment will also-
have the useful effect of cncouraging commissioaers and candidates to think more carefully about, the ethical and political mpllcnlmm of the contributions.they. solicit.

Regomne PSC oonveissiowers £ recuse themuenwa froms wny case i whtich they have reveived n gonwiBution{s) froms a regulanyt parly thes Sus.n munrlil-inforedt in-the
ouicnnae of thrr grviantilieg. Wiiiln Soprame Calat dicirids nn esinpalgn finnnm: puevend nsivicking PSC commilsviinars uni condiimes frant napting canpwigu
conirilmiiony frgm a rajndured party in advamaz of a pntentia) conidlict, this would gratact te mibtic by necessititing a anmmissioner's rocimid in thase aman whers g
contribuiion has been mars 2nd a canflict of intorest arises.

Establish an additlonal Iqm'llng pericd for PSC commissjoners and cuididates in.advance.of early voling that occurs 40 days before i thie general election-in
Noveniber. Under-cusrent statc law (which was implemcnted beforc the advent of‘early voting), PSC and other siatcwide candidates musf report-their contributions first 20
days befbre the primary election and then once more 20 days tefore the, geneml eleciion—after thousands.of Nortli Dakotans hiave already voted. This allows candidxtesto
‘tinre the conuributions .‘wy receive to avoid modia &ad voler seruliing unth j just chiys Beforethe eleniion and ufter-inureasing numbers of North Dékotaris heve llrendy made
their givalce. [f aurclectcd PSC tomsissionery or their epponeats choose (o teke political money Sun those they reguhels, Hien ciiizens have the right-do know before thuy
stan oactiny their bwilats,
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Crabtree Declares that PSC Commissioners Cramer and Kalk haveViolated the Sphl-lt of ND’s Bribery Statute and. Makes. Recommendations for Ending
Financial Conflicts of Interest on the PSC .

August 2, 2012

‘(BISMARCK, ND) - ND Public-Service Commission candidate Brad Crabtree said today that PSC Gommissioncrs Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk's taking over $80; 000 in
political momey frorh Sompanins and executives lhey regnlnte on the PSC wolutc: 7 spirit of Noizh Rakota’s bribery stitita,.

“Not unly are these contributions improper and uncthital, they maiy well bic illegsl, and even.criminal,” said‘Crabtree:“The Noritr Dukota bribery statute Statés that a felony
bribery prosccution mercly mqmrcs that-a public officiul or contributor have knowledge ofa, pendmg or imminent proecedmg in which-the contributor has an intcrest:and
that the decision of the official receiving the contribution could.be affected by it,” he said.

Crabtrec cited as an example the troubling pattern of thousantis.of dollars in political cavsributions.from Morth Dakots’s largost wind energy developer Florida Power und:
Light, nowe known us Next Era Emergy. “Commissioners Cramur and Kalk have routinely aocepted. exmpoign cuiitributions fronr FFL/Next Era Energy's political action
commitiees and executives for years, despite ongoing cases before the PSC,” observed Crabirec, *'[n one.instance, Cramer even accepted $4,800 in FPL contributions at a
time when tha: company had an open ouse befare the PSC for spprovai,”

The Public Serviu: Commissian taviews and epproves the siting and cansiruction af oommercial wird fans and.associated infrastructure,

Notinig that, Cramer and Kalk alrendy find themselvés énibroiled in two federal lawsuils over contributions. they iccepted from régulated coal cormpanies.und their
exccutives, Crubtree emplmsized-that regulutors eporaic in a realm where even the perception of conflict of interest matters greatly, “Had Commissioners Kevin Cramer
and Brian.Kalk exercised commionscnsc, cthical judgment in the first placs, they would not have. harmed the, reputation of the Public Scrvice Commission and subjected
themsclves:tu séribus quastions about.their comahiancs with state and fedéral law,” he said..

Stating that voluntary measures aré not-enough to end biatarit finaricidl-conflicts of interest:an the PSC,-Crabtree committed to work as an-élected PSC Commissidrier with
legislaiors from boih pnlitipal parties to cmR reforos legistatian with thsee key campancnts:

* Require that PSC commissionars and candidates fila a separatc asmprign disclosure form with the:ND Secretary of Siste datailing every cantribution received from
palitical action commitiees and individuals under the regulatory Jurl!dlcllon of the PSC, regardless.of the leve! of those contributions;

* Require that PSC Cammissioners recuse themselves from any case in which they have received a contribution(s}-from a regulated party that has a material interest in
the outcome of the procceding; and

¢ Establish an additional reporting period for PSC Commissioners’ and candidates to disclose.thieir contributions. in advance of éarly voting that occurs 40 days before
the general election in. November, so voters have that information before they begin casting their ballots.

UL

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/crabtree-declares-that-psc-commiissioners-cramer-and-kal... 10/23/2012
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The PSC's Kevin Cramer doesn't see corruption

Post Date July 27, 2012
-CommentsQ Comments

Authorbcadmin
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s LI

The Fargo -Forum

By: Barry Nelson, Fargo, Published July 27, 2012

[s:il any wonder that peoplc arc disillusioned:with our political jprocess licre in the-{),S.7 When,someone iwho'is elected.to our. regulatory-agency. the Public Service
Commission, boasts of the doriations;hé receives fron an mduslry hié is elected t watch,.doesrit:instill irust? Is there:anyoriéiout thére Who can help build back our trust?

‘The fecent'Forunrarticle (“Revicw shows state’s Republicans béncfi nng more from oil and gas contributions.than:Democriits,” .Iuly IStIr) shows that.Public Service.
Commissioner Kevin Cramer is-actively sclling. hgmself'u; someone in a-position.of mﬂucncebnsed .on collusion with-oi} indusiry exccutives forcampaign cash;. Thatisaid,.
our Pyblic Service Commission gnd our poiltlcnl system is in reiil. trouble.

[t’s nbvigi thm Crnex ibils tu anderstars) that the PSC is n regelatary pogitinn, not & legiahtive tne. With aur staie’s energy cecamuy booming, this sesiins
miseancepiion has a wal impact en landdownars, communities and othors affected by PSC decisiens. How waulkd you ieel if.you went hefore.ajudye, only 1o see:thet the
ather side hod just given'him a stack of cash? Would you trust that judge to be impartial? Of course not. [t's'time to reform the PSE to work for North:Dakotans, ‘not.out-of-
$tute_special intcrests,

Brad Crabtroe has made clear from day anc that neither he mor thie office of the PSC will be for sale when he is elected in November. Crabtree has-already pledged to not
take money. from companics and excoutives with business before the FSC. That sayx a lot about the kind of ethical leader he will be for our state.

We need to eiman up corruptien on tha PSC. Cralsicze:mn hnlp teen nround jhit- poiiiiosl procesa that-faeds our disillusiormeni. Crobiree. will have my: vate in Novembor.

"I'his"posl.'w'lis written by beadmyu

Comments are closed.
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ND Public Service Cammission candidate Crabtree avoiding conflict of interest donations... Page 1 of |

Published May 02, 2012, 06 42 PM

ND Public Service Commission candidate Crabtree avoiding conflict of interest donations

Fargo, ND (WDAY T¥) - Public Servicoe Coi didnto Brad C 15 pledgiing not lo-solicil or accopl any conlibulions from companies regulated by the North Dakala PSC.

r

By: WDAY Staff Reports, WOAY

Qo o0 - -

Public Service Commission candidate Brad Crabtree Is pladging not to solicit or-accept:any contributions from companies.regulated by-the North Dakota

PSC. Crabtres says accepting contributions from any Individual, company, or industry creates several confilcts of interesi: Crabiree.hopes his opponenis will.

follow his direction, as well as more companies.

Brad Crabtree - (D) PSC Candidate: “Our.commissioners however, have crossed the line, and they heive lowered the ber o far thet stéps need to be taken
to restora the reputation of our public service cormimission, | have taken Uils \iduqtary step.”

Crabiree hair agreed 1u-keep g log nf-all his contebutinns on his website. He will be MQ these contributions once a month.

Tags:trad crabinse, north dakola, news, pofites, updates
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Voluntary Code of Conduct for Regulated Companies: No Political Contributions to PSC Commissioners and:Candidates
Post Date May 02, 2012
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Regulated rompenies, cooperatives and their associations should follow the example of North Dakota’s investor-owned electric and natural gas utilities and voluntarily
refuse to make politicul contributions to Public Service Commissioners and canididates.

A conllict of interest exists when a regulator solicits antf accepts political contributions {rom interests he.or she.is supposed to.regulate; Unlike Ieglslnlors Public Service
Commiasioners arc regulators who must make decisions-based on the law and evidencc, Their decisions determinc specific rates charged to consumers and busincsscs,
whether and how pariicular facilities and pmJecls can be built, and how certain commercial-activities are undertaken, PSC Commissioners must-be held to a higher
stindard than tegisintors mgarding.camanign coritribations: even tia pensention-of e coudlict of inbarcet matters.

North Dikota's investof-owned electric-and natural gas utilities_have long recogiized the obvious confliét of interest in'making financial contributions to individuals
responsible for regulating them, That's why Xcel Energy, Moniana-Dakota Utilities and Otter Tail Power voluntarily and consistently-decline to make political
contributions to Public Service Commissioners-and candidatcs, even thaugh ‘their political action committees (PACs), execiitives and officers routinely support candidntes
for other clected offices.

Unfortunutely, Morioy Dakuiu’s rulue geveming sampdign contritnibrs te regoliurs fail v meot firis-rewonabic, commaneonse standard sel by our state’s investor-owned
utilities. We should not wait for the legislature or courts to take action to restore independence and integtity 1o the Public Service Commission. That’s why [ made my own

Publiv Scrvive Curimissisnor Medge of Indcpendurice-last mouth comitting not v fake political contributions, fron reguiated imeeste, and why | now eall dn reyuisteti
coniminats, cooperalivos imd ibeir associurions to ndopt theiv owip voluniary oode of condurt,

The Regulated Money Pipcline to the PSC

Threatened federal legal action has focused public and media attention on contributions to PSC Commissioners Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk from the principal owner of 8
company seeking PSC approval of a conl mine peomit. Howcver, the Commissioners conflfcs of interest are pervosive atid extend weil beyord cantributions frany any one
individual, company of indusiry.

A very preliminasy accounting of contibutions sinos 2008 to bath Commissiancrs’ PSC campsign accounts (rom PACs, senior executives, officérs and principals
representing regulated companies and coopceratives reveals $62,000 in contributions from the following sources:

* Coal companics;

+ Wind energy developers;

* Oil and gas companies with pipcline interests;

* Telecommunications providers;

» Railroads; and

» Generation/transmission and rural electric cooperatives

The Need for a Voluntury Code of Comjuct

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/voluntary-code-of-conduct-for-regulated-companies-no-p... 10/23/2012
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Voluntary Code of Conduct for Regulated Companies; No Political Contributions to-PSC ... Page2 of 3

The right of individuals representing: eompumu, cooperatives, labor unions and.other arganizations to cngage in the polmcal process and.financially support candidates of
their ongloe raprisgt & ornarstone of (ur mnmnmy. Hewove, the scups and sueie of isoent goniributions te commissioncny, waceer logz! or met, have staimmd the
repilnlion of the PSC und undesniries jnisis canfidasiee in the inteafity. of its dacinien,

Mounting public.concem arid poténtial legal action against commissioners over political money corfupting the regulatory’ process:credte’serious mpuumonal risk for
honorahle companiez and individusls. Conflicts of'intengst also have the poteniial I creaty legal and polilical uncertainty at:a time when industry must have confidence: in
resulﬂory decisions to make major.long-term investments in projects and infrastructure. Adoptmn ofa voluntary. code of copduct by: regullled companics therefoie serves
the inferesis of companiés.and the: public.alike.

An eniergy bubm-and.expemding ypricultucal cconomy have increased the scale.of the PSC's responsibilities, ns well as thic consequences of.its decisions. “The primary role
of Commissioners is no longer limited to regulatmg electricity and natural gas rates of utilities.. Billions worth of energy and infrastructure projecis now comie:before the
PSC for apywaval, and mege, copidly. Bruwing SoUtOrS CIf GUY, State’s RiAnNSINY A1G fisly or penislly brider whe Commillssion’s. Jul‘lldlllltll

Our Iqgisiature now needs ta update the rules for polmu! contributions 19 reguilittors to protect the public interest es-we grow Noriti Dakota’s energy and agricultural
econamy. Meanwhile, our stale’s reguluted compumes and their.associdtions can hélp:take the first s1ep by h:edmg the'example of investor-owned utilities and voluniarily
ending their political, conmbuuom-m PSC commiasioners and candidates.

This post'\:vns written by beadmin

Comments are closed. . 5
PSC CORRUPTION
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May 2, 2012

FARGO - Public Servicc Commission candidate Brad Crahtree is calling on companies, cooperatives and assaciations regulated by the Public Service Commission (PSC)
to voluntarily stop making political contributions to PSC commissionérs and candidates.

Crabtree says that North Ditkota's investor-owned electric and natural gas utilities have long recoghized the conflict of interest, ind they refrain from. making polmeul
contributions to Public Service Commiissionérs of candidates for the office.

‘“The reality. is that a conflict of interest exists when a state regulator.solicits and accepts political contnbutlons from those he or she is supposed to regulate,” ssid Crabtree,
who made his own campaign pledge of independence from campaign contributions from PSC. regulated entities in. April.

Unlike legislators, Public Service Commissioners are required:to make decisions based on thé-law and evidence,

“PSC detisions determina specific rutes charged to cisasumers and businessas, whetbicr.and how: particular facilities-and.prajects &ain be built, and how certain cominercial
activitics are undertaken,” Crabiree said, noting that éven the perception of a conflict of inlerest matters.

Crubtrae says thut maunting puhlic cancern and patendial-lcgn! action against-commissioners sver politieal. money corrupling ihe roguistory process creste serious
reputational risk for honorable companics and individuals. Groups have threatened federal legnl action tela!mg, to contributions received by PSC Commissioners Kevin
Cramer and Brian Kalk from @ principal owner of a comjany seeking PSC nppmval of & ¢oal mine permit.

However, a preliminary accounting of contributions since 2008 reveals that the two commissioners’ conflicts of interest €xtend well beyond any oné individual, company or
industry. Political action committees, senior ex‘.vullvcs, officers and principals representing n:gulhted owmpamu and cooperatives have made $62,000/in-contributions to
Cramer and Ka'k. Theg include coal compunies; wind energy developérs; oil amd gus companics with pipeline intovests; telecomimunications-providers; milroads; and
gencration/transmission and rural clectric cooperatives.

Crabtres says that a voliwitacy-decision by reguluted antitics to refrain.from making political centributiens to PSC commissioners and candidates.wnidd he a ‘good first
step”, but the site legislature shouid also make changes ta the state's campaign financa laws,

“Qur legislature now needs to update the rules for political contributions to regulators to protect the public interest as we grow Narth Dakota's energy And agricultural
economy,” Crabtree concluded,

i
Medva Contact;
Brad Crahiree

vrahirevtadrivl.ng
(701) 830-0302 invbile

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/crabtree-calls-on-psc-regulated-entities-to-end-campaign-... 10/23/2012
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Candidate for ND Public Service Commission tells utility companies to'not give donation to PSC campaign

Post Date May 02, 2012
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Grand Forks Herald
By: Assucimted Press, Pubdished May 02, 2012.

FARGO — The Democratic candidate for North Dakota's Public: Service Cammission says businesses that the commission regulates shouldn't give:money to this year’s
PSC campaign.

Brad Crabiree says he's already promised not Lo take money from companics that the commission regulates. They include electric and gas utilities, coal and wind power
companies, pipelines and auctioneers.

On Wednesday Crbtree said he was asking companies not to contribule to commission races at all, That would close off campaign monicy for Republican PSC candidate
Randy Christmann.

Crabtree says it’s a conflict of interest for companies that are regulated by the PSC 1o make politica) dondtions to commission candidates.

He says:the politisal Retion cominittees af Otter Tail Power Go., Montana-Dakota Utifities:Co. and Xcel Encrgy already refuse to donate to state.regulatory campaigns.

‘This post'was written by beudinin

Comments are closed.
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ND Public Service Commission candidate Crabtree dvoiding confliét of interest donations.
Fargo, ND (WDAY ™v)- Puhllc Servu-.n I:ommnssmn mndndale Brad Crsbuea 15pladging n mx Io solieit o luc-pt any coninbutions:from: compamas redulllad by |he Nonh Dakola’ PSC

By WDAY Statf Reports, WDAY : j

T e S

Public Service Commission candidate Brad Crabtree is pledging not'to solicit.or-accept any contributions from compamel regulatad by the-North Dakota
PSC. Crabtree says.accepting contributiona from any individual, company; or industry creafss several conflicts of interest. Grabiree hopes his-opponents will
follow his direction, as well as more.companies.

Brad Crabtree - (D) PSC Candidate: *Our commiasioners howaver, have crossed.the line, and they. liave lowered'the bar o lar that éteps need to be taken
fo restory the reputation of our publiic-service commission, | have-taken this voluntary atep.™

Crabiree hes agroed'to kesp a log-of aii his.caolriuliass on his website: He'will be posting these contributions once'a month.
Tage:baod crablres, north dakola, news, peiiucs, updates
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BISMARCK - Public Service Commission candidate-Brad Crabiree is asking his opponent to join him in committing 0.8 “Public Service Gommissioner Pledge of
Independenoc” - dectining to receive campaign contributions from political action commiitteés (PACs); exécutives and, principals offiliated with companies-and
cooperalives reguluted by the Public Service Commission {PSC).

"1 am formally committirig myself to a ‘Public Scrvice Commissioner Pledge of Independence’ 1o avoid conflicts of interest and to restore public confidence and integrity
in thy Public Servico Commission - and | call on my opponent to do the same,” Crabtree said at a press conference today.

Campaign disclosure repurts from the poat fiawv years ravcsi that PSC cmmiintioness have reroivad tons of thousands of dotlsts fram PACSs, cxecutives and prineipals of
wind energy developers, coal companies, oil and gas companias with pipeline intarests, telecommunications providers, railroads, and genaration and transmission and rural
electric cuoperatives, all of which come.under PSC jurisdiction.

[n some cases, commissioners have received large contributions from parties with open cases before the Commission and-who have a direct stake in the outcome of those
cases,

“Commonsense suggests that elected regulators should refuse political contributions' from industriés they regulate. Yet, North Dakota Public Service Comimissioners
routinely wike nseney from the very interests thur are supposed to sogulate on behalf of our citisuns,” Crabtieo said:

In additien to declining contributions from regulated company entl enoparative PAC:. the Pledge also calls for refusing contributions from associations whose members
come under the PSC's regulatory jurisdiction.and from principals, officers and senior exccutives of those regulated companies, cooperatives and associations.

Crabtree plans to post contributions to his campaign website on a monthly basis to allow citizens and médja to évaluate;his commitment to the Pledge. He will also abide
by the pledge as an elected PSC Commissioner.

Under North Dbkata's exisiing campaign finance.laws, contributions from regulated sectors to Public Service Cummnsscmrs and Public Service Commission candidates
are allowod, with the public reporting dzad!lin for those dunations coming just days before tho wencsution elebtiun and after imany Norfh Dekolens have alresdy voted by
absentee of mail-in ballots.

“As regulniors, PSC Cammissiansrs must be beld-to a higher standand thian other slected officisls regarding gnurces of:campaign tentributions and limits an the munetary
valuc of those contributions. The rcason is-clear: in‘a regulatory proceeding; even the perception of a conflict of interest matters,” Crabirec concluded.

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/crabtree-calls-for-campaign-contribution-piedge-ofsindep... 10/23/2012
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| Bismarck, ND - A Public Service candidate-says getting campalign
contributions from companies or owners regulated by the siate agency
j s Unacceptable.

| Democrat Brad Crabtree says ha wil reject campaign donations from
political action committess of companies and cooperatives regulsted
by the PSC.
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" He says he also won't accept contributions from officers.or executives
of regulated companies.

|
|
|

Crabtree-has signed a pledge and says he.will post hiis contiibutions
monthly on his campalgn website.

R . He says the state.lawa regarding campaiign contributions for regulators
| should be tightened,

Crabiree. says, "As regulatars, PSE.Commissioners myst'be held at @
highier staindard tan pther elected oMfcials, The réason for this is
clear, in a regulatory proceeding, even the perception of a conflict of
interest matters. This legal-form of corruption must end."

Republican Candidate for PSC, Randy. Christmann, saye he will
continue to fund raise like he diwaye has.

Randy Cheistimann Christmann says he takes coritributions from people who support him
and his decislons and never commiis to'do something in return for the

i money.

Comments Sign In or Sign Lp for a8 mccount.

" | What do you think? !

Be the first to comment
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By Dale Wetzel, 'oxted Avrit 12, 2012

BISMARCK (AP) — The Demagratic candidate for North Dakota's Public Service Commission said-Wednesday fic will refuse campaign donations'from tompanies the
agency regulates, as well ns executives who work for the businesses themselves.

Brad Crahiren: sairl accepting money from-companies and associations who are directly-affected by the agency’s decisions undermines public confidence-in its work.
“Public-servicccommissioners, as regulators, need to be held to.a-higher standard than, say, a state'legislatoror even a state official who ig elected,™Crabtree said..

“In the regulatory process, the perception ofindependence, of impartiality, is‘as lmpomnt as the reality-of.it;* said Crabtree, who'has been critical-of thie incumbent
Republican commissioners’ practice oftaking campaign contribiutions from cornpanics théy regulate.

He said hu iitands 1w Iesiriot his own campalgn donaribris ewen.if his Ropublican oppununt, Hazin state Son, Rendy Christomm, coen aut.

Christmann snid Wednesday he wanld noi-go aking with Crabiree’s propoasl.- Bupporiers’ mimncy kas uot influsncad his deaisinns in the L.agielature, and & would not on.tha
Public Servicec Commission, he said.

Crahtree’s proposal would still alfayv him 10 1ake contributions he would not otherwise accept if they are first given to the North. Dakota Démaocratic Party 6r another non-
industry group sympdthictic to-him, Christmann said,

The resirictions, Christmann said, would bar him from accepling campaign suppoft from “hard-wurking North Dakorens who believe, as | do, thui- we need 1o keep our
cconomy moving,.and leave a stronp economy for the next generation as well.”

The Public Sarvicn Cammissive haa thrue Republican members — Chairman Tony Clurk and Commissioners Kevin Cramer and Brian Kalk.

Crubirec and Christmani am ruaning 0 auaceed Clark, wh is.not-azaking re-election: Cramer and Kotk ure competing for the Republican nomrdeation to run for the LS.
House this fa!l,

The PSC regulates electric and natural gas utility ratcs, makes siting decisions for plpellm coal mines, power plants and wind farms, licenises grain élevators:and
auctioneers, and oversces the reclamation of former lignite mines in westernNorth Dakota’s-coal couniry.

Crabtree's slntcmcnt Wednesduy. comes three weeks after two environmental organjzations, the Dakota Resources Council and the Dacotah Chapter of the Sierra Club,
gave notice they intend to sue Kalk arid Cramer for ulleged conflicts of i interést,

The grolis olsjuct to cunmuaiyn vontribuiiuns the iwo meén have accagited ot the mvner af Great Nonhern Pavver Devélopmumi oi*iouzran. A compdny subsidiary is
develaping & new coal mine in-southwestern North Dakota.

Envirenmental groups and sume neighhors of the projest want the commigsion to deny the applicatitn,-A decision is pending.

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/psc-candidate-says-hell-refuse-industry-money/ 10/23/2012
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PSC candidate says he’ll refuse industry mone‘y.| Brad Crabtree for North Daketa. Public ... 'Page 2 of 3

Crabtree said he did not put similar restrictions on his first PSC campaign two-years ago, when he unsuccessfully opposed.Cramer’s re-eleciion bid. He said doing so wuuld
have tauged hiin to refusc-bétween-55,008 md $10,080 in dormtiens.

Crabtree raised moie thari $201,000 for his 2010 campaign, whilé Cramer. reported almast $175,000 in contributions, state disclosure filings show.

Among Crabtree’s largest donors were North Dakota's Democratic Party, which provided:$70,000 to Crabtrec’s PSC campaign; and then-U.S. Sen. Byron. Dorgan, D:N.D.,
who chipped in £10,000 from:his own campaign fund,

Crabiree.adwertised his campuign contribution limits. Wednesday as a “pledge of mdcpondence, which hesaid:will inciude’ monthly reportingof. Tiis political donluons ‘on
his oivn website. North Dakota law doesi't require frequem reporting of campdigin conitributions,

Crabifez's self-impmsed mettrictions would ayiply th contributions fram oéganlmitians ihat-afsie favar Dmu.ms ‘including-rural.éleciric coopérative political action.
committees and executives:

The rules would also bar him from taking campaign donations from auctioneers; which the commiission ficenses.

The commission often serves in a judge-like role in ruling on requests from industries the agency" regulates Crabtree sajd. He compared the-commissioners® acceplance-of
campaign dohations from industries they regulate fo judges taking contributions from; ‘piirtici pants'in his owri cases,

“Because there’s no public policy requifing:our commissioners to do right, and cur cemmissioners are:iot disciplining thomselves;"” Crabtree said, “we are seting u gradunl
crosion in Ihe integrity of the Mublic Tervice Commission,.”

This: post: was written by beadmin
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Crabtree Calls for Campaign Contribution ‘Pledge of Independence’ | Brad Crabtree for... Page 1 of 3
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Crabtree Calls for Campaign Contribution '‘Pledge of Independence’

Post Date April 11,2012

CommentsQ Comments.

Authorpcadoun

CategoryPress Releases, PSC Corruption
Shamﬁm

BISMARCK - Public Service Commission candidate Brad Crabtree is asking his opponént to join him in committinig to & “Public Service Commissioner Plédge of
Independenge™ - declining to reccive campaign contributions Trom political action commiitees- {PACs), exccutives.and principals-affilisted with companics and
coaperatives regulated by the Public Service’ Commission (PSC).

“I am Formally committing myself 1o a *Public Servicc Commissioner Pledge of Independénce’ to avoid conflicts of iritercst.and to restore public confidence and iritogrity
in the Public Service Commission ~ and I call on my opponent.to do the same,” Crabtree said at.a press conference today;

Campaign disclesure reposts from the past few years reveal that PSC.commissioners have receiyed tens of thousands of dollars-Eom PACs, executives pad principals of
wind energy deveiopers, coal companies,-oil and gas companies. with pipeline interests, telecommunications providers, railroads, and generation and trahsrission and rural
electric cooperatives, all of which come under PSC jurisdiction.

In sonic cases, commissioncrs have received large conributions from parties with open-cases beftire the:Commission and who lrave a dircsi siake in the outcome of those
cases,

“Cunusmserme sugessts that chested regulgions ehonld rafuse poliicai enntriturtiuns from ndustries they riguinte,  Yet, Notth Dakesa Pubrilc-Service Commisgionars
routinaly lnke moacy fram the very interests they are aupposed to regulate on belnlif of aur gitizcne,” Crabtree said.

In addition to declining contributions:ffom régulated company-arid cooperative PACs, the Pledge also-calls for refiising contributions from.associations whose membérs
come under the PSC’s regulatory jurisdiction and from principals, officers and senior cxecutives of'those regulated companies, cooperatives and associations.

Crabtrec plans to post contributions to his campaign website on a monthly basis to allow citizens and media to evaluate his commitment to the Pledge. He will also abide
by the pledge as an elected PSC Commissioner.

Undpr Nnrth Iloketa’s eufsting campaiun finmnce: linws, contributinns fuomi regulated sqotors s Public Serviee Commissionens amd Public Service Comimission candidates
are allowed, with the public reporting deadline for those donations coming just days before the generation clection and-after many North Dakotans have already-voied by
absamea or mait-in ballnts.

“As regulators, PSC Commissioners must be held 10 a higher standard than other elected officials regarding sources of campaign contributions and limits on'the monetary
value of those contributions. The reason-is clear: in a regulatory proceeding, even'the perception of a canflict of interest matiers,” Crabiree concluded.

[0

Medha Conseel:
Brud Crabiree
crabtreidedelrtel. net
1701) 830-0302

http://www.crabtreeforpsc.com/crabtree-calls-for-campaign-conttibution-pledge-of-indep... 10/23/2012
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Crabtree Speaks on Contributinns on KFYR-TV North Dakota's NBC News Leader

YOUR NEWS LEADER~
[

KFYR-TV News STORIES

Crabtree Speaks on Contributions
| 411172012

" Dne @ the candidatés for Public Sesvice Commission
anriounced that he will not be accepling campaign

| contributions Lhat could be viewad as a conflict of Intérest;
Brad Crablres says he' s commiting to 8 PSC Pledgs of
Independsnce because he belleves it's wrong for™
commissioners to'accept monay fram groups (hel thay
feguiate.

" Liast hont Kosjn Cravaer arll BRfam Klvnh sccuslid of.
accepling. mumiy from fron ¢l & o Roulh Heart
 Casl Mining Comoany.

."Lel me-be'clear,:just becauss something is lagal and
I transparently reported does not make It right ln!uclml
% our commissioners are daing Is' lrlmpnramty wrong.*

V Cmummshallbopowngeonmwllmonmwm
oha monlhly buls for-anyorie who wam to hold Kim to'tis-piedge, He'¢.a@sking twe eppotsant Mindy Cluwstrilenn to
do tha.same,
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TITLE 12.1. Criminal Code - o
CHAPTER 12.1-12 Bribery ~ Unlawfuil Iriflusnce of Public Servants

Go.to the North Dakots Code Arehive Directary,
N.D. Cent. Code, § 12.1-12-01 (2012)
12.1-12-01. Bribery.
1. A pérson is guilty of bribery, a.class C felony, if he lmowmgly offers, gives,. or agrees to give:to another; or solicits,
accepts, br agrees to accept:from: another, a thing of vaiue asconslderationt’or
4. Therecipient's official action as a public servant; or

b. The iecipigat'y violation.of a knawn legal duly dsa pubdie nrymr

2. It tio defiémap 10 a prasccution widér this section that a recipieit was hot qualified to act in'the desired-wiy
whether because he had not yet assuivied office, or lacked jurisdiction, or foF any other reason.

3. A prima ficie case lsestabllshedundenhxssecﬂonuponproofthntﬂlemhiewmatathjngofpecuniaryvalue
was offered, glven, or ageand to be-givan ky; or soliciied; aunmpted, or agrond to ke acospted from, a persun having an
intersat in an imminent or pending: 8. sxaminedian, mvestigation, arret; orjudicial or sdministrative proceeding; or-b.
hid, contract, claim, or-application, and that interest could be.affected by the recipient's performence ot.nonperformance:
of his official action or violation of his loseen lagal duty s a puBlic servant.

‘HISTORY: S.L. 1973, oh. 116, § 12,

NOTES: Cross-Refercnces.
Bribery-of school official, sce N.D.C.C. § 15-49-11..
Penalty for class C felony, see N.D.C.C. § 12.1-32-01,
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- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, NW
Wasfilngton, DC 204.6.3

Of'Elh,-- .,.”. P

C . STATEMENTOF DESIGRWTION OF COUNSEL Loy

MUR# 6663
NAME OF COUNSEL: Da.-vi-'d- C.. Thempson
FIRM: Dav1d C Tthpson' P.. C.

ot e -l A

' _ . Grqnd. Forks, Nc':_rt;h Dakota,K 58206-5235 .

TELEPHONE- OFFICE (7i1-).2
FAX(701)775- 2520

The above-named individual and/oe firm is hereby. deslgnated Bis: my-counsel.and Is
authorlzed to reeelve _ny notlﬂoatlons and other comniunications firem the Commlsslion and

Candidate P T
ﬂﬂe(Tneqsuredcandlda&“IOwner)

Responden Agent-sunature

.NAMLB.E.&EQMQ.ENI: -Brad Crabtree

Crabtree for Public Serv1ce Commissioner

' . MAILING ADDRESS:. _P. O. Box 396. . . .
(Please Print)

TELEPHONE- HOME
BUSINESS(701 ) 647-2036

Informatian 13 belng sought as part 6f ain. Inveatlaatlon balng aondricted by the. Federai Election Commistion andthe
confidentiality provialons of 2 U.3.C::§ 437g(a)(12)(A) sppl. Thlfsweoﬂon protilbits iaking public:any. Investigation
oonducted by the Federal Eleotion Cornimission: ‘without !hoxexpma&wrllten ‘consentofithe pérsoi ander

Invesllyatlon
' Rey. 2006
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1 A A
SRL R
2 AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAIL PR R A
_. S %3
) [ - _Ops. S,
4 | STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) | fofa,
o _ ) ss.
5 | COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS ) . 1 e
sl
Erik A, Escarraman, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that he is of legal age and is | .
7 || not a party to the above-referenced matter, that on the 24" day of October, 2012, he .
deposited with prepaid postage via mail; Grand Forks, North Dakota, the followmg
8 || document:
9 | Response to MUR# 6663 and Designation of Counsel |
. from Crabtiee for PSC;
10 || Brad Crabtree; Perry Mlller
nij _
“by placing a true and correct copy thereof in an envelope addressed to:
12 .
Brad Crabtrée Crabtree for PSC
13 || PO Box 396 _ PO Box 396.
Ellendale, ND 58436-0396 Ellendale, ND 58436-0396
14 . .
Robert Harms Perry Miller, Treasurer
15 | ND Republican Party Crabtree for PSC
PO Box 1917 POBox396
16 | Bismarck, ND 58502 'Ellendale, ND 58436-0396
17 -
18: o J __." ..'. , .-l:.. ./-Je-:"-—-.—--—.
Erik A. Eseariainaa
19 .
20 .
FI Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24™ day of October, 2012.
- JARDT e
22 || (SEAL) smon&:&hsgkt):‘. : i g 1 : &@fj .
23 My Commigsion’ Expum Auo '23.?01'6 1 My Cl;ymmlssmn Explres g / >3 , | g' il
24
25
26 |
27 |
28 ||




